
By JILL BOOGREN
After more than 25 years pro-

viding homes to families through-
out the metro area, Twin Cities
Habitat for Humanity will soon
be moving into a new home of its
own. Construction of their new
headquarters at University Ave.
and Prior Ave. is underway and
expected to be finished in January.

Habitat works to eliminate
poverty housing from the Twin
Cities by building homes and
providing zero-interest mortgage
rates for qualifying families. They
also help with small-scale home
repairs. This year, their 1,000th
home was bought and 1,500th re-
paired, marking two huge mile-
stones for the organization.

“It’s exciting to have those hit
as we’re prepared to move into
this space in this wonderful com-
munity,” said President and CEO
Susan Haigh.

Having grown from its ori-
gins in a church basement to its
current location on 4th St. in
Minneapolis, Twin Cities Habitat
now serves 56 cities in the seven-

county metro area. In a letter to
supporters, Haigh said the num-
ber of people in need is “skyrock-
eting” (half of families with in-
comes under $35,000 spend too
much of their income on hous-
ing). The current building is
“overcrowded, run down and dif-
ficult to find.”

“We envision a space where
we can serve more families, build
more homes, and strengthen our
partnerships with communities
throughout the region,” wrote
Haigh.

The new building will house
the organization’s 90 employees,
plus 30-40 more people who
come and go. It will also serve the
many volunteers Habitat relies on
to do their work (17,000 people
help each year with everything
from building homes to doing
mailings).

Above all, the new space is
being designed for the families.
Everyone participating in Habi-
tat’s programs will come to head-
quarters at some point – for ori-
entation, to take classes, or to

close on a mortgage. Accessibility
was key.

The site was carefully chosen
for its central location between St.
Paul and Minneapolis and its
proximity to bus stops,  and soon,
light rail.

“We intentionally built on
light rail so families can get to
us,” said Habitat spokesperson
Matt Haugen. The headquarters
are a block west of the Fairview
station.

It was also important for the
building to be inviting – large
windows and its front entrance
face University Ave. – and to re-
flect Habitat’s values.

“It is a welcoming street pres-
ence, but yet it is modest,” said
Haigh. “It’s not glamorous or lav-
ish. It’s simple. It’s functional. It
represents the quality we build in
our Habitat homes.”

It will be LEED certified,
meaning it will meet high stan-
dards for health, energy efficien-
cy and lower operating costs,
standards Habitat strives for in
its homes as well (15 are LEED
certified).
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Habitat for Humanity builds
a new home – for itself

If you aren’t a Monitor Facebook friend, 
you might have missed this last month:
Poetry by Heart at Hamline Library • Light rail clearance and train tests • YWCA Harvest Festival

• Neighborhood Cleanup Day • 55 Alive Refresher Course offered • Presentation by internation-

al photographer Robert Cuerden • “Crime After Crime” in women’s film series • Taste of Como

October Fest • Opening of Tarantulas exhibit • Arthritis exercise program available • Wildflower

garden at Horton Park • donations needed for Dist 10 silent auction • Co-ed Drum Circle •

Visiting artist Mohring’s opening at Hamline U • Pork Roast and Sauerkraut Dinner • Chelsea

Heights fundraisers • Tin Cups named #1 in burger • Flu shots available at St. Mary’s • “Make

Dinner, Not Waste” workshop • Workday at the native plant garden • Change of Seasons Craft

Fair at Hamline Church • ACT fall arts tour • Midwest Comic Book event at State Fair • Mosaic

on a Stick hosts St. Paul Almanac Literary Festival event • Chair-based yoga class starts

Susan Haigh, President and CEO of Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity, in
front of their new headquarters under construction at University Ave. and
Prior Ave. in St. Paul. Their new building is expected to be finished this
January. (Photo by Jill Boogren)

The new building will house the organization’s 90 employees, plus 30-40
more people who come and go. It will also serve the many volunteers Habi-
tat relies on to do their work--17,000 people help each year with everything
from building homes to doing mailings. (Photo by Jill Boogren)



By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN
What would the Como Golf

Course be used for if it wasn’t a
golf course?

That’s the question on the
minds of the folks who play golf
there.

They’ve heard that the city
of St. Paul is talking about repur-
posing the 18-hole golf course
that has been nestled next to the
zoo and conservatory since 1929.
Parks and Recreation has request-
ed that the city allocate $100,000
in its 2014 budget to study the is-
sue. 

Would the space be used for
more parking? Would it be park
land? Would the zoo or conser-
vatory expand? Would it be
pared down to a 9-hole course?

Ask a member of either the
men’s or women’s golf clubs at
Como if they support repurpos-
ing the golf course and the an-
swer is a resounding “No.” 

“It would be such a sad
thing to do,” said Como
Women’s Club member Amy
Winkel.

She added, “This is like the
Central Park of St. Paul. Why
would you ever get rid of this

greenery? Once you get rid of a
green space, you never get it
back.”

Winkel pointed out hikers
enjoy the paths in the summer,
and in the winter people sled
and cross country ski on the
course. 

“You lose sight of the fact

that you’re in the city,” said Co-
mo Men’s Golf Club Vice Presi-
dent Tom Dapper. “It’s a nice lit-
tle oasis. It’s just tucked away.”

The men’s and women’s
clubs reserve the course on Satur-
days and Sundays from 7:30 to
10am, but aside from those
hours it is open to the public.

WELL-LOVED COURSE
Rick Zieman lives just over the
hill from the golf course, and has
golfed at Como since 1974. He
thinks that the zoo, conservatory
and golf course function well to-
gether. “You take any of that
away and you’ve wasted the
whole area,” said Zieman.

He appreciates seeing seals
and flamingos while he golfs,
and added that 80% of the time
he is at Como golfing he sees
foxes. “You feel like you’re in a
jungle sometimes,” Zieman said.

“I never get tired of playing
here,” said Ruthie Pallow, a
member of the women’s club,
which will be celebrating its 80th
anniversary next year.

“I love the course,” said Tom
Davis, who golfs at Como with

his son, Ben. “It’s so convenient.”
He currently drives in from
Shoreview to play at Como, but
said he wouldn’t continue to do
so if it were pared down to a 9-
hole course.

Mike McDonald is a member
at the University of Minnesota
golf course nearby, but golfs more
frequently at the Como course.
“Como has much more charac-
ter,” McDonald explained.

“Como Golf Course gives
people a chance to play golf with
the people in their community,”
observed Como Ranger Dan John.
“St. Paul is an old town and this is
an old course with all the ameni-
ties you need.”

He added, “It’s a great place
to learn to play golf. It’s a tough
course. If you can play here, you
can play anywhere.”

John doesn’t think that the
city has solicited enough input
from people who play golf at the
course and should involve them
more before any decisions are
made.

THE ISSUES
Why is the city considering a re-
purpose of the Como Golf
Course? As presented at public
meeting earlier this year, golf
course use is dropping and the
city doesn’t feel it can operate
four courses any longer. 

Golf club members think that
problem could be solved by low-
ering the prices at Como. “If the
city reduced the price to be com-
petitive with outside courses, peo-
ple wouldn’t drive 20 miles,” said
Zieman.

Golf club members also sug-
gest that more marketing be done,
particularly early in the season.
Zieman pointed out that recently
a Groupon enticed people to Co-
mo, but he doesn’t think it was as
valuable as it could have been be-
cause there are only a few weeks
left in the season.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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MonitorMonitor Como Golf Club members hope course will remain
St. Paul may repurpose the 18-hole golf course nestled next to zoo

Metro Automotive
675 North Snelling Ave.

651-644-5208
Winter Maintenance Package $39.95

(most cars/light trucks)

• Oil and Filter Change (up to 5 quarts of oil)
• Tire Rotation & Brake Inspection

• Test Battery / Anti Freeze • 10 Point Safety Check
(additional fluids, shop supplies, tax extra)
(Coupon good thru November 14, 2013)

There are not many straight putts on the rolling, well-bunkered greens of
Como Golf Course. Water hazards and elevation changes add to the subtle
challenge and beauty of the layout. The course is one of four operated by the
city of St. Paul.  (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)

Members of the Como Men’s Club and friends hang out after a round on a
recent Sunday afternoon. They oppose the St. Paul Parks & Recreation De-
partment’s request for funding of a study concerning the re-use of Como
Golf Course. (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)
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The Excavating Hamline History
class will be holding a communi-
ty archaeology dig this month.
The event is open to anyone in
the surrounding community in-
terested in joining, and will be
held on Sat., Oct. 19, from 10am-
2pm. The project will take place
in the Blue Garden at Hamline
University in Saint Paul. The ad-
dress is 1536 Hewitt Avenue.

Each dig is geared toward
anyone interested in learning
more about the history of the
Hamline neighborhood, and al-
so anyone interested in learning
more about archaeology. The
project site is in the Blue Garden,
which is located next to Old
Main. The site being excavated is
the plot where the Hall of Sci-
ence was built in 1887. The Hall
of Science was demolished in
1971. The prospects of finding
artifacts from this time period
are numerous at this excavation
site. The goals of the open digs
are to further include the Ham-
line neighborhood community
in a great learning opportunity.
Not only will there be teachable
moments, there will also be
plenty of stories and entertain-
ment for children and adults of
all ages to enjoy.

Professor Hoffman teaches
the Excavating Hamline History

class alternate years at Hamline
University. The class takes part in
digs around campus to learn
more about what Hamline’s cam-
pus was like during the 1800s

through mid-1900s. Professor
Hoffman is an accomplished
archaeologist and is sure to share
his knowledge in exciting ways
with all who attend. 

Eden Pizza OKed for
beer, sidewalk café
Eden Pizza, 629 Aldine St., will
be allowed to sell beer with meals
served inside of its restaurant. The
pizzeria will also be allowed to
have a sidewalk café. The St. Paul
City Council approved the beer li-
censes and the sidewalk café per-
mit September 25, with several
conditions attached.

The requests recently went to
a legislative hearing officer for re-
view as some neighbors had
raised concerns about both is-
sues. Opponents questioned
whether the restaurant should
serve beer when it is in a largely
residential neighborhood and
whether serving beer would lead
to bad patron behavior. The side-

walk café and the potential for
noise were other concerns.

But several neighborhood
residents sent letters in support of
the changes, saying the restaurant
deserves the opportunity to in-
crease its business. Hamline Mid-
way Coalition also weighed in
with its support.

The City Council did put
conditions on Eden Pizza. Indoor
and outdoor seating will be 
limited. The business will close at
10pm. Beer has to be sold with
meals, as is typical for other
restaurants that serve beer.

Planning Commission
to study signage
What is art? The St. Paul Plan-
ning Commission will be asked
to answer that question, as the
St.  Paul City council voted 
Sept. 18 to ask for a study of
murals and art in the context of
city sign regulations. The study
request,  brought forward by
Ward Two Council member
Dave Thune, asks for a look at
murals, art and a new form of
sign technology known as a

“flexible dynamic display sign.”
The question of art and mu-

rals has been one city officials
have wrestled with for some
time. One point of contention is
what type of art or mural is an
advertising sign, and what is ac-
tually just art. Grand Avenue’s
Creative Kidstuff store re-ignited
that debate last year when two
of its large animal logos were
used to frame the store’s front
door. The City Council ruled
that the animals could go into
place.

But with more businesses,

including some Midway area
businesses, looking at murals
and other art for their exteriors,
city officials said a review is
needed.

Thune notes that the cur-
rent ordinance doesn’t clearly
define murals or what is art, and
that needs to be studied. Anoth-
er issue he’d like the commis-
sion to look at is how to more
clearly regulate the newest tech-
nology in dynamic or changing
display signs. New ones can
download and display content
directly from the Internet. 

The Planning Commission
received the study request Sept.
20 and sent it to a committee
and staff for further review.

- Compiled by Jane McClure
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Humanity
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Haugen said all homes use
Energy Star appliances and are
built with high energy efficiency
to minimize heating and fuel
costs.

Habitat Homeownership
To buy a Habitat home, families
go through an orientation, and
eligible families are placed in a
matching pool. While waiting for
a home, they’re required to take
11 classes covering insurance, fi-
nancial fitness, and home and
yard maintenance — often new
for people coming from living
situations where landlords have
that responsibility.

Ultimately, families are
matched to a home based on
their preferences and other con-
siderations — access to work,
proximity to school, number of
bedrooms — to make sure it’s
the right fit.

“We want to put them in a

situation where they’ll succeed,”
said Haugen.

This is a process St. Paul resi-
dent Khou Vang knows inside
and out. She still lives in the
Habitat home her parents pur-
chased 11 years ago and now
works with the organization as a
homeowner training and engage-
ment liaison.

“I always knew I wanted to
come back to Habitat, either vol-
unteering or even to get a job,”
said Vang. “The volunteers are
fabulous. I want to surround my-
self with these amazing people.”

News of the job felt the same
as when her mom was selected
for a home, she said. “When I
told my mom, she was super ex-
cited.”

Families are required to put
in 300-500 hours of sweat equity
by volunteering. So at age 15
Vang learned how to sheetrock,
paint, mud the walls, sand and
prime the deck — of which she
was very proud. These are skills
that have been helpful ever since.

“Home ownership is a con-
tinuous thing. You gotta mow
the lawn, clean the gutters, re-
caulk the bathrooms,” she said.
“You own a home, you’re respon-

sible for it. It’s never ending.”
Now she teaches this to fam-

ilies who have been matched to a
home, helping ensure they fulfill
their requirements, earn equity
hours, and complete their train-
ing.

Vang remembers the day she
moved with her mom, Chong
Xiong, and her dad, Chong Ly
Vang, her three sisters, Sia, Sherry
and Julie, and her brother Shoua,
from a six-unit apartment build-
ing to their new home. She had
just a box of her own things. It

soon sunk it that she had space
and could have people over in
their backyard.

“I love to grill,” she said. “It’s
what everybody dreams about,
having your own place, having
family and friends over.”

Their volunteer mentor has
become a family friend who still
comes over to help, which Vang
cherishes. “I think that’s why I’m
here. I want families to have the
same experience my family did.”

Vang thinks the new location
will be a lot easier for families

and help make a better connec-
tion with the community.

“I’m always in awe of what
the families do to stay part of the
program,” said Vang. “They drop
everything. They’re really fo-
cused. They use vacation hours.
They do whatever they can.”

In a brief walk-through
Mary Schumacher, chief operat-
ing officer, showed the reception
area with a fireplace made of
bricks reclaimed from the site.
She said a quilt was being made
– also by volunteers – using fab-
ric given by each family that will
be displayed behind the front
desk. There will be a space for
kids to play while their parents
are signing a mortgage or taking
care of other business.

The excitement, as people
see the space come together, is
palpable.

“The building is going to
look amazing. I’m very excited
for the families to come see us,”
said Vang. “You move in, it’s the
same thing as with moving into a
new home.”

About a quarter of Twin
Cities Habitat for Humanity
homes are in St. Paul. It is one of
30 affiliates in Minnesota.

“It’s not glamorous 

or lavish. It’s simple.

It’s functional. 

It represents the

quality we build in our

Habitat homes.”

- Habitat CEO Susan Haigh

Community archaeology dig planned at Hamline U



As the harvest season comes to a
close, so too does the first season
of the Tatum Park Community
Garden in the Hamline Midway
neighborhood. The last toma-
toes, eggplants and peppers may
be plucked, but preparations are
already underway for the 2014
growing season, says garden or-
ganizer, Kate Mudge.

The 22-plot garden, at the
head of Tatum St. on Taylor Ave.,
yielded a bountiful harvest for its
inaugural season. “Stuff grew like
crazy this year,” Mudge said.
Everything from tomatoes to
hops were grown successfully.
Thanks to a well conceived plan
to rotate the garden between two
adjacent sections, community
growers are looking forward to
fertile ground for years to come,

too. Allowing part of the land to
lie fallow every year, prevents
rapid depletion of the soil—a
common challenge for commu-
nity gardens.

Thanks to a group of design
students with a University of
Minnesota fraternity, the garden
will have a new fence around it
next year. They started installing
the fence as a community service
project Oct. 5. Mudge said crit-

ters haven’t been overly trouble-
some so far, though there is an
occasionally cranky woodchuck
which is homesteading beneath
the shed at the back of the lot.
He’ll have to warm up to his
newly chosen community soon,
though.

Plans to spruce up the gar-
den with amenities like picnic ta-
bles and maybe a fire pit or grill
are being thrown around for next

year, Mudge says. The idea is to
have an open space where com-
munity can gather, grow and
prosper along with the garden.
There is also a strong desire to in-
volve the greater community by
hosting events, sharing plots and
collaborating with the neighbor-
hood in new ways, Mudge says.

Hamline Midway Coalition
helped convene the garden group
in January of 2012. The vacant

lot where the garden now sits is
owned by the City of St. Paul.
When Taylor Avenue was recon-
structed in 2012, a waterline was
extended from the street to en-
sure a steady supply of water to
the garden.

There was no shortage of in-
terest in tending plots at the gar-
den this year. All 22 sections
were quickly snatched up and a
waiting list is already in place for
next year. The plots are divvied
up on a first come, first served
basis. Those who currently have
plots and help with the garden
cleanup Oct. 20 will be given pri-
ority for next year. Mudge says
they hope to accommodate as
many people as possible. The an-
nual charge for a plot is $30. If
you’re interested in getting in-
volved, you can email tatumpark-
garden@gmail.com. 

(Kyle Mianulli is communications
coordinator for the Hamline Mid-
way Coalition.)

Pancake Breakfast 

and Silent Auction
Every year, neighbors of all ages
from across the Como Park
neighborhood join the District
10 Community Council Board of
Directors to celebrate the fall
season at our Halloween Pan-
cake Breakfast event. This year’s
event will take place on Sat., Oct.
26, from 9-11am in the cafeteria
of the Hubert H Humphrey Job
Corps Center on Arlington Ave.
between Snelling and Arona.
You’ll enjoy all-you-can-eat pan-
cakes, breakfast sausage, milk,
juice, and Velasquez Family Cof-
fee as well as kid’s activities and
a costume parade at 10am. Tick-
ets are $6 for adults, $3 for kids
3-12, and free for under 3 and
can be purchased at the door or
by calling 651-644-3889.  

New this year, we’ll be host-
ing a silent auction during the
pancake breakfast.  You’ll have
the opportunity to bid on a vari-
ety of unique, local items and ac-
tivities, including lodging, craft

and food items, and services
from local vendors.  Watch our
website at www.district10co-
mopark.org for a listing of auc-
tion items available – and re-
member, the only way to bid is
to join us for breakfast!

This event is a fundraising
benefit for the District 10 Como
Community Council, which is a
501(c)3 non-profit organization.
We rely on the financial support
of the neighborhood to continue
our work to inform, educate, and
connect the neighborhood to in-
crease community pride.

I want to also take this op-
portunity to acknowledge the
support of the students and staff
at the HHH Job Corps Center.

They help us plan the menu, pre-
pare the food, staff the children’s
activity area, and clean up after-
wards.  Additionally, they donate
food and other items for the
event.  Without their support,
this event – like many events in
the Como Park neighborhood –
would not be possible.

District Plan Update
In September, Como Park neigh-
bors came together to discuss the
future of Parks & Recreation fa-
cilities in the neighborhood as
part of our District Planning
process.  We discussed both Co-
mo Regional Park as well as the
other Parks & Rec facilities in our

neighborhood, including the
neighborhood rec centers.  Feed-
back received from this meeting,
and several previous meetings,
will be incorporated into the
District 10 Plan, a comprehen-
sive document identifying neigh-
borhood land use and other pri-
orities for the future.  Eventually,
the document will be adopted
by the St. Paul City Council and
will guide future decisions.  We
hope to complete work on the
plan in the first half of 2014;
please watch our website at
www.district10comopark.org for
additional opportunities to par-
ticipate in the process.

Welcome New 

Board Members
I’m pleased to welcome two new
volunteers to the District 10 Como
Community Council after their
election in August.  Patrick Tschi-
da, who works in the public
health field, joins us as a represen-
tative of Subdistrict 3(Larpen-
teur/Maryland and Victoria/Dale)
and Frank Dolejsi, who recently
retired as director of the Crime
Lab at the Bureau of Criminal Ap-
prehension, joins us as an at large
representative.

October Community 

Council Meeting 
Our Tues., Oct. 15 community
council meeting will be held at
7pm in the Bistro at the HHH Job
Corps Center on Arlington, be-
tween Snelling and Arona, instead
of at our usual location, the His-
toric Streetcar Station.  Parking will
be available in the lot north of Ar-
lington and signs will direct you to
the meeting location. 
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Fall happenings in the Como Park neighborhood

Como Community Council Corner
JON KNOX, BOARD CHAIR OF THE DISTRICT 10 COMO COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Autumn falls on a successful first year for Tatum Park Community Garden

News from District 11
BY KYLE MIANULLI, HAMLINE MIDWAY COALITION - DISTRICT COUNCIL 11

ADVERTISE!



By JAN WILLMS
An open Council seat in

Ward 1 that has drawn seven can-
didates, a school board race in
which voters will elect three out
of five people running and a may-
oral race with an incumbent run-
ning ahead of three challengers,
sets the scene for the Nov. 5 elec-
tion in St. Paul.

When Ward 1 council mem-
ber Melvin Carter III left his posi-
tion in July to accept a state ap-
pointment, Nathaniel Khaliq, for-
mer director of St. Paul NAACP,
stepped in to fill the void. 

With two years of Carter’s
term remaining, a special election
is being held. Running for the of-
fice are Paul Holmgren, with city
Republican endorsement; Johnny
Howard, an activist with Green
Party endorsement; Kazoua Kong-
Thao, a former member of the St.
Paul School Board; Debbie Mont-
gomery, a former one-term city
council member and retired po-
lice officer; Noel Nix, an activist
who was Carter III’s aide; Dai
Thao, an IT manager who sup-
ports progressive causes; and
Mark Voerding, an aide to County
Commissioner Janice Rettman.
The DFL party did not endorse
any of the candidates.

The school board race fea-
tures two incumbents, John Bro-
drick and Jean O’Connell, both
with DFL endorsement. The other
DFL-endorsed candidate is Chue

Vue, an attorney and former chair
of the Hmong American Partner-
ship. Also running are Terrance
Bushard, who ran for city council
in 2007, and Greg Copeland, the
chair of the St. Paul Republican
City Committee.

Although Chris Coleman is
ahead in his race for mayor of
Saint Paul, the three candidates
who are running against him have
some strong opinions on their rea-
sons for running and the chal-
lenges that face the next mayor.

His closest competitor, Tim
Holden, said he has become in-
creasingly concerned about the
light rail along University Avenue. 

“The lack of business input,
lack of concern for parking spaces
lost, accessibility for seniors and
disabled, and the businesses that
struggled or finally closed their
doors compelled me to run for
mayor of St. Paul,” Holden de-
clared. “I knew someone had to
stand up to City Hall and speak
for the small businesses of St. Paul
and my friends and colleagues en-
couraged me to be that person.”

Holden pointed to his success
as a realtor and general contractor
as preparing him for the mayoral
office. “I needed to first listen to
what my clients wanted. Together
we created the plan that would

fulfill their dreams. I bring those
same skills of listening first, pre-
senting a plan, refining it, and
drawing on the skills of the best
people to complete the plan,” he
explained.

“The biggest challenge facing
the mayor today is to recreate trust
between City Hall and the people
of St. Paul,” Holden said. “Every
neighborhood deserves to have
schools that educate their chil-
dren, to feel safe in their homes
and neighborhood, to have their
streets maintained. Listening, cre-
ating a plan, using the best ideas,
going back to listen some more,
refining the plan and then imple-
menting it is a challenge I am will-
ing to take on.”

Kurt Dornfeld said he feels
the government is like a runaway
train, heading for a wreck, and
that is why he chose to run. 

“We are spending like it’s go-
ing out of style, from the president
down to local government,” he
said. “We are heading for a train
wreck.” He expressed concern
about the things that money is
spent on. 

“We drive around on roads
with potholes that haven’t been
fixed up,” he said, citing a lack of
funding there. Dornfeld works for
the City of Saint Paul in street
maintenance.

“I don’t know what the quali-
fications for mayor are, but I
know the town pretty good,”

Dornfeld said. “There are a lot of
empty buildings downtown, and
we need to get businesses back to
St. Paul.” 

He also cited the need to stop
crime and murder, noting black
on black crime. “We need to do
that not only here, but through-
out the United States,” he said.

“You don’t see too much
about Big Brother (program) any
more. That had good intent. We
need to figure something out,
that’s for sure,” Dornfeld said.

He said he has never been an
elected official before, and spends
many hours at work, which does
not leave him a lot of time to
campaign. 

If elected, he said he would
like to meet with mayors of differ-
ent cities in the United States. “We
need to track the welfare people,
so they don’t come from one city
to another, like Chicago to St.
Paul. I don’t know if that’s good
or bad, but it’s my and your tax
dollars being spent.”

For candidate Sharon Ander-
son, the mayor’s race is one of
many she has entered since the
1970s, running for public office
numerous times.

She cited issues regarding the
Police Department, separation of
powers, cities risk management in-
surance and corporate welfare as
her reasons for joining this race.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Page 5www.MonitorSaintPaul.com  • Monitor  • October 2013

A-1 VACUUM CLEANER COMPANY
www.A-1Vacuum.com

SALES, SERVICE & SUPPLIES
666 University Ave. (651) 222-6316

www.Facebook.com/A1VacuumMN

Voters to choose new mayor, Ward 1 Council
member, and new School Board members

Chris Coleman (left) is running for re-election for mayor of Saint Paul while
Tim Holden (right) is one of three candidates who are running against Cole-
man. Not pictured: candidates Kurt Dornfeld and Sharon Anderson.



By JAN WILLMS
Construction may not have

moved as quickly as anticipated,
but the students at the Twin Cities
German Immersion School
(TCGIS) are settling in to their
renovated facilities at their new lo-
cation at 1031 Como Ave.

The site is the former home of
St. Andrews Catholic Church and
parochial school. The plan has
been to renovate those two build-
ings and connect them with a new,
20,000-square foot addition.

The school, which offers all of
its classes in the German language,
has been steadily growing and
looking for a bigger and more per-
manent home for its K-8 students.
TCGIS had spent the last few years
in a 90-year-old office building at
1745 University Ave.

“The renovation of the school
is 99 per cent complete,” reported
Ann Jurewicz, the school’s direc-
tor. She said the former church
building is being used as a gym
and auditorium, with a cafeteria in

the basement. The entire school
program for the 300-plus students
is being taught in the former
parochial school.

“What remains is the con-
struction to build a connection
that will connect the school to the
church, to have one continuous
building,” Jurewicz said.

She explained that construc-
tion has fallen behind due to un-
foreseen issues. 

“When we were digging out
an area, we came across founda-
tions that were built in the 1950s
and had to be removed,” Jurewicz
said. She added that power also
had to be rerouted.

“We’re inheriting a couple of
older buildings,” she continued,
“with renovations and construc-
tion that can be unpredictable. But
we are moving on to stage two, the
new addition.”

The rectory of the old church
was removed to provide parking
for the school’s 36 staff members.
The current parking lot on the site

is being changed to provide a
playscape for the children.

“We are getting used to the
buildings and community,” Ju-
rewicz said. “We have no busing
currently, so there is a lot of car-
pooling. Overall, we are getting in-
to the rhythm and routine of the
neighborhood.”

She said the area has experi-
enced a change from a site that sat
vacant for three years to a building
filled with 370 children. 

“It’s a lot of changes and ad-
justment for everybody, but our
big goal is to build a positive rela-
tionship,” she said. Jurewicz said
that council member Amy Brend-
moen lives right across the street
from the school and has been very
supportive. 

“When we put construction
updates on our website, she also
puts them online,” Jurewicz said.

“Construction is going slower
than we had hoped, and there
have been some challenges,”
Lenburg admitted, “but everyone
is working together to make it
work.”

“Our core mission is to have
our students be active and en-
gaged in world citizenship,” she
emphasized. “An excellent way to

reach out was through Interna-
tional Peace Day. It set the tone for
what we want to contribute and
create for the Como community.”

International Peace Day was
adopted five years ago by the Unit-
ed Nations, according to Amy
Lenburg, an art teacher at TCGIS.
A project called Pinwheels for
Peace had been created by a
teacher in Florida, and Lenburg
thought it would be a good idea
for her students to follow.

“International Peace Day was
Sept. 21, a Saturday, so we created
the pinwheels the Friday before,”
she said. “I had students in K-4th
grade decorate the pinwheels in
class, writing their thoughts about
peace on one side and decorating
the other side with drawings about
peace.”

Lenburg said the students
then went outside, joined with the
music teacher in singing an Israeli
peace song and marching around
with the pinwheels. They then
placed the pinwheels, 250 of
them, in the front yard of the
school.

“At the end of the day, I got
the middle school class, and we
walked the neighborhood, distrib-
uting the pinwheels,” Lenburg
added. “We spread peace around.
It was a good way to introduce
ourselves to the neighborhood.”

Resident Kristi Herman Hill,
who lives right next door to the
school, agreed that the distribu-
tion of pinwheels was a wonderful
introductory gesture.

“I was just getting home, and
as I pulled up a little girl was put-
ting a pinwheel on our retaining
wall,” she explained. “She smiled
and waved and ran away. I saw the
greeting, sending a message of
peace to the neighborhood. On
Friday, after a long week, it was
such a nice thing to do.”

Herman Hill said it has been
an adjustment with the new
school, with a long summer of on-
going construction. 

“There were days when our
walls were shaking,” she recalled.
“But in general, the neighborhood
is glad the building is being occu-
pied by such a great place as the
school. There could have been
much worse uses for that building,
and I know the school is going to
be a great neighbor.”
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German Immersion School 
settles into renovated facilities

Construction may not have moved as quickly as anticipated, but the stu-
dents at the Twin Cities German Immersion School (TCGIS) are settling in
to their renovated facilities at their new location at 1031 Como Ave.  The
school recently celebrated International Peace Day on Sept. 21, and stu-
dents created pinwheels, writing their thoughts about peace on one side and
decorating the other side with drawings about peace.



By JANE MCCLURE
Plans for bus rapid transit for

Snelling Avenue are drawing a gen-
erally favorable response, not just
in terms of a faster commute or
ride to major destinations. The bus
service, which is expected to start
in 2015, is also seen as a potential
catalyst for more economic devel-
opment in the area. That would be
especially welcomed by those who
have waited and wondered about
the long-vacant former Metro
Transit bus garage site at Snelling
and St. Anthony avenues.

Snelling Ave. is to be the site
of the Twin Cities’ first bus rapid
transit service, from Rosedale to
the 46th Street Station for Blue
Line (formerly Hiawatha) light
rail. It would connect with Green
Line (formerly Central Corridor)
light rail, which starts operations
in 2104. Riders could travel from
Rosedale Mall to connections to
Minneapolis-St. Paul international
Airport and Mall of America.

The A Line project, which has
an estimated cost of $25 million,
is on an ambitious schedule. Plan-
ners hope it is up and running in
2015. 

Concept design is underway
as are technical studies, said Metro
Transit Project manager Katie
Routh. 

“We’re having to balance a lot
of competing interests,” she said.
“One of the challenges on Snelling
is that the street itself has a lot of
different users. There are also a
number of different land uses that
have to be considered.”

Many area residents are serv-
ing on a Community Advisory
Committee to help shape the line.
More than 100 comments have
been gathered on the project, at
open houses and online. 

While they are excited about
the possibility of improved transit
service, one worry advisory com-
mittee members have is that more
people don’t know about it. Ham-
line-Midway resident Matty Lang
said he hears positive feedback
from those who are aware of the
project. “But others don’t know
much about it,” he said.

More also needs to be done to
engage college students who will
be using the bus. Both Hamline
University and Macalester College
are on the proposed route, with
several other colleges and universi-
ties in walking distance or a short
connecting bus away. Student rep-

resentatives on the community ad-
visory committee said that holding
open houses in the summer meant
many students couldn’t partici-
pate. They asked that outreach be
done during the upcoming school
year.

Many aspects of the project
appeal to prospective riders, said
project intern Kate Christopher-
son. People like the ability to con-
nect with other transit service, in-
cluding Interstate 94 bus routes
and Blue Line and the Green Line
light rail. Others like the idea of
faster, more convenient bus service
and improved bus stations. Being
able to pay for fares before board-
ing is seen as another plus.

Issues that need to be ad-
dressed before the line is up and
running were also raised. One big
concern is for ease of bringing a
bike onto a bus. Respondents want
to see bike racks that are easy to
use and that can accommodate
more than a couple of bikes at a
time. “We were surprised at the
number of comments about bike
racks,” Christopherson said.

Making payment systems easi-
er to use was another suggestion as
was looking at pedestrian access to
buses and how that can be im-
proved. Some areas, such as the
northeast corner of Snelling and
University have narrow sidewalks
that make bus waiting a challenge
if there are many people.

Another issue is the stop spac-
ing. The distance between stops is
expected to be one-quarter mile.
One respondent noted that “Not
all quarter-mile stops are created
equal” and noted the walkability
differences between neighbor-
hoods.

Bus riders are already raising
concerns about the potential loss
of service and stops when the A
Line starts running. With bus rapid
transit, stops are one-quarter mile
apart. While the current Route 84
bus would remain running after
bus rapid transit starts operations,
there are worries that some stops
will have less frequent service.

Another suggestion is to ex-
tend the bus service north beyond
Rosedale to employment destina-
tions in the northern suburbs. 

One unknown is how the A
Line could spur economic devel-
opment. Later this year, a new As-
sociated Bank will be built at Selby
and Snelling avenues, followed by
more than 200 apartments and a

Whole Foods store. There is also
work underway to seek develop-
ment proposals for the former
Metro Transit bus garage site. Met-
ropolitan Council, city officials
and Union Park District Council
are working on those plans.
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Plans for bus rapid transit draw a favorable response

The League of Women Voters of
St. Paul is sponsoring a non-parti-
san public meeting Oct. 15 with
candidates from Ward 1 who will
be on the Nov. 5 ballot. The meet-
ing will take place from 6:30-8pm
at Hubbs Center, 1030 University
Ave. (Parking in overflow lot
behind the Center on Aurora.)
Candidates on the ballot are Dai
Thao, Paul Holmgren, Mark
Voerding, Noel Nix, Johnny
Howard, Kazoua Kong-Thao, and
Debbie Montgomery. District
Councils 7 and 8 are co-sponsor-
ing this event.

Ward 1 
candidates
meeting 
October 15

The bus rapid transit service, which
is expected to start in 2015, is also
seen as a potential catalyst for more
economic development in the area.
That would be especially welcomed
by those who have wondered about
the long-vacant former Metro Tran-
sit bus garage site at Snelling and
St. Anthony avenues.



By JANE MCCLURE
Emerald ash borers, coupled

with back-to-back June storms,
have taken a huge toll of St. Paul’s
trees. That means area residents
won’t see the large-scale tree re-
moval projects they have seen in
the past, as has happened in the
Como and St. Anthony Park
neighborhoods.

But if you are one of the folks
wondering if that marked tree on
your street will be cut down be-
fore year’s end, take heart. City
staff say the marked trees will
come down yet this year. Trees
along boulevards will be replaced,
although not all of the replace-
ment trees may be planted this
fall.

City forestry crews have faced
some long hours this year, not on-
ly with emerald ash borer but
with storms June 21 and 22. It
took more than three weeks for
city crews to clear residential
storm debris. More than 500 city
boulevard and park trees were
toppled, along with an unknown
number of trees on private proper-
ty. Parts of Hamline-Midway and
Como were especially hard-hit.

Hamline-Midway, Como
Park, Desnoyer Park and St. An-
thony Park neighborhoods have
the dubious distinction of being
St. Paul neighborhoods where
emerald ash borers have been
found since 2009. The pests,
which are from Asia, are destruc-
tive to all species of ash trees. Al-
though city forestry staff are exper-
imenting with pesticide treatment
of some trees, it’s likely St. Paul
and other communities will even-
tually lose all of their ash trees.

In the past some neighbor-
hoods have had dozens if not
more than 100 ash trees removed
at a time, in a structured removal
program. Because so many
boulevard and park trees are
marked and awaiting removal
this fall, city forestry staff won’t
do the usual neighborhood-wide
structured removal programs
they have done in past years. St.
Paul Department of Parks and
Recreation spokesperson Dan
Udem said the plan instead is to
complete removals of infested and
declining trees that have been
marked throughout St. Paul.  

St. Paul has been battling
emerald ash borers since the bor-
ers were found in South St. Antho-
ny Park’s Hampden Park area in
2009. Since then infested trees
have been found in the Desnoyer
Park neighborhood, two areas of
Hamline-Midway neighborhood,
Prospect Park in Minneapolis, the
Summit-Dale area, Como Park,
Pig’s Eye Lake/Battle Creek and
near the Minnesota State Fair-

grounds. Since 2009, 4,733 ash
trees have been removed from
boulevards and parks. It’s not
known how many trees on private
property have been removed. That
is the responsibility of property
owners and not the city.

If the insects spread as antici-
pated, St. Paul Parks and Recre-
ation Director Mike Hahm said
emerald ash borer infestation of
trees could peak in 2016-2017,
which would launch years of
stepped-up tree removal efforts. If
that is correct, city officials will
have to look at investing more
money in what is spent to combat
the pests, and remove and treat
trees.

Increases proposed to the
city’s right-of-way fund starting in
2014 would add another
$100,000 to deal with emerald
ash borer-infested trees. The pro-
posed 2014 budget for treatment
and tree removal is $425,750. 

Under various future budget
scenarios, the costs of tree treat-
ment and removal could rise to
more than $2.775 million by
2019. That means difficult deci-
sions are ahead for City Council
members, who must address how
quickly trees are removed or treat-
ed. It will all depend on how
quickly emerald ash borers spread
throughout the city.

Hahm said one indicator resi-
dents should watch for is the pres-
ence of woodpeckers, who are
drawn to declining trees and in-
sect infestations. “Woodpeckers
are the canary in the coal mine,”
said Hahm.

Every community controls
emerald ash borers in different
ways, with some communities us-
ing chemical treatment of trees
and other communities simply
cutting the trees down. St. Paul is
using a combination of measures
to deal with emerald ash borers. 

Trees that are declining or
have structural issues are removed
from right-of-way. In areas where
residential street paving projects
take place, there are stepped-up ef-
forts to remove ash trees. In some
areas where the insects have been
found, the city is treating some
boulevard trees. This year, 198
trees treated in 2011 will be re-
treated, with an additional 300
trees treated for the first time in
Desnoyer, the Summit-Dale area
and Como. One concern about
treatment versus removal is the
ongoing costs of treatment versus
removing and replacing ash trees
with other species. The pesticide
cost is about $12,500 per year.

Residents may also get per-
mits and pay to treat their boule-
vard trees, using measures ap-
proved by the city.
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St. Paul Blackhawks 
Soccer Club
Building Character & Community
Our mission is to develop highly skilled, respectful, competitive soccer players. 
As a St. Paul-based organization, we embrace our diversity and welcome the 
different cultures that bring richness to our club and our players’ experience.

Winter Skill Builders 2013-2014
Boys & Girls U7-U14
Blackhawks winter indoor Skill Builders program
provides players the opportunity to train on soccer’s
natural surface during the winter months.

Time: 6:15 - 7:15 PM, Dec. 2013 – March 2014
Location: Concordia University SeaFoam Stadium,
349 North Hamline Avenue, Saint Paul, MN 
Cost: $195 for 16 week session

Futsal League 2013-2014
Boys & Girls U7-U12
Blackhawks winter indoor soccer program’s
developmental curriculum takes advantage of the
latest in youth soccer training – enhancing and
building on our foot skills programs. 

Session One: Nov. –  Dec. 2013, Session Two: 
Jan. – Feb. 2014
Cost: $55 per player, per 6 week session
Location: Orchard (Blackhawk Soccer Center), 
875 Orchard Avenue, St Paul, MN 

Summer Soccer 2014
Boys & Girls U9-U11
Evaluations
We will hold developmental player evaluation
sessions for U9-U11 age groups in November at
the Concordia University Seafoam Dome. The
evaluation will determine team placement for the
2014 Summer Season.

Time: November 2013 – see website for details
This is a free event.

Little Hawks Winter Skill Builders 2014
Boys & Girls U5/6
Young players participate in fun and creative games
in a supportive environment. This program is
designed for kids new to soccer or organized
sports.

Time: Saturdays, Jan – March 2014
Location: Orchard (Blackhawk Soccer Center), 875
Orchard Avenue, St Paul, MN
Cost: $95 for 10 sessions

Register online at www.blackhawksoccer.org. 

www.blackhawksoccer.org

Emerald ash borers take a
huge toll on St. Paul’s trees

City staff say the trees marked due to emerald ash borer disease will come
down yet this year. Trees along boulevards will be replaced, although not all
of the replacement trees may be planted this fall.



Craft and bake sale 
slated for Oct. 26
Jehovah Lutheran Church will
host a craft and bake sale from
9am-4pm on Sat., Oct. 26, on the
main floor. Twenty or more local
crafters will offer their creations
for sale in anticipation of the hol-
idays. Free coffee and punch will
be available all day. Proceeds from
sale of baked goods will go to the
church youth group. For more
information contact Dawn
Johnson at 651-402-0397.
Jehovah Lutheran is at 1566
Thomas. All are welcome.

Registrations open at
Northwest Como Rec
Basketball Registration has started
at Northwest Como Recreation
Center for boys and girls, ages 3-
14. Registration is taken on a first
come first serve basis. To sign up
go to www.stpaul.gov/parks, call
651-298-5813 with a credit card,
or come into Northwest Como
Recreation Center, Mon. thru
Thur., 3-8pm or Fri. 3-6pm.

Registration is also now open
for:
— Tae Kwon Do, ages 6 and up,

on Tues./Thurs.
— Babysitting Training for ages

11 and up on Nov 15.
— Basketball Clinic for ages 8-12

on Oct 17.
— Flag Football Clinic for ages 8-

12 on Oct 18

Exercise classes
offered weekly
A series of joint-friendly exercise
classes, sponsored by Hamline
Midway Elders, continues every
Tuesday and Thursday from 2-
3pm through Nov. 14. Sessions
are offered at no cost and are held
at Hamline Church, 1514
Englewood Ave. For more infor-
mation and to register, please call
651-209-6542. Drop-ins are wel-
come at any time.

Halloween party set
at Palace Rec Center
Mark your calendars for the
Southwest Area Halloween Party
on Sat., Oct. 26 from 11am-1pm.
The program is free of charge for
ages 10 and under at Palace
Recreation Center, 781 Palace Ave.

Visiting artist exhibit 
opens at Hamline U
Hamline University is proud to
welcome Stephen Mohring as part
of the university’s visiting artist
program this fall. An exhibition of
Mohring’s work, entitled ‘play’ will
be displayed in Hamline’s Soeffker
Gallery (1530 Taylor Ave.) from
Sept. 27 - Nov 21. Gallery hours
are Mon.-Fri. from 10am to 4pm.

According to Mahring, “The
recent and new sculpture I’m
making is, at its core, a meditation
on the transformation of wood
from tree to hand-made object.
All the wood used has been local-
ly sourced, milled by me, and
worked primarily with hand tools.
The videos in each piece are non-
narrative, slow loops of simple
movements illuminating the base,
often-elegant movements in sim-
ple activities like standing, walk-
ing, waiting, listening, and watch-
ing. By combining the visceral na-
ture of traditional well-crafted
materials with the seductive allure
of time-based media, I want to
draw attention to some of the raw
beauty of this deeply physical
transformation.”

Mohring teaches sculpture,
woodworking, and critical theory
at Carleton College. He runs the
college sawmill program which he
developed in collaboration with
the Arboretum, producing sustain-
ably harvested lumber for the art
department. 

Annual Lasagna
Dinner October 18
The entire community is invited
to attend the “Annual Lasagna
Dinner and Silent Auction” spon-
sored by Hamline Midway Elders
on Fri., Oct. 18 from 5:30-8pm in
the Fireside Room of Hamline
Church, 1514 Englewood Ave.
Tickets for seniors (ages 65 and
older) and children (ages 10 and
under) are only $5, while tickets
for everyone else are $10 in
advance and $12 at the door.
Please bring the family for a won-
derful meal (prepared by chef
Erik Hendrickson), purchase one
or more interesting items from
the silent auction, and listen to
the Native American style flute
music by WindSongs. To pur-
chase tickets or for more informa-
tion, please contact Hamline
Midway Elders at (651) 209-6542
or info@hmelders.org.

Rummage sale 
slated October 24-26
Holy Childhood Rummage Sale
will be held on Thur., Oct. 24,
9am-7pm; Fri., Oct. 25, 9am-5pm;
and Sat., Oct. 26 (Bag Day), 9am-
2pm at 1435 Midway Parkway.
There will be clothing, house-
wares, furniture, plants, toys,
books, DVD’s and much more.

Square dance planned
at Hamline Church
Join your neighbors for a family
square dance with band and caller
(all ages welcome, no experience
necessary) on Saturdays, Oct. 26
and Nov. 23 from 6-8pm, at
Hamline Church United
Methodist, 1514 Englewood Drive
(alley entrance). Cost is $5 individ-
ual; $15 family. Snacks available
for purchase.

Pearl Harbor topic of
program November 4
Historian Edwin M. Nakasone, U
of M graduate and retired
Professor of History at Century
College, will present his historical
well-known dramatization of
“Pearl Harbor Remembered” and
how the Japanese prepared for
this world shaking event. This
one-hour program will take place
at Merriam Park Community
Center, 2000 St. Anthony Ave. on
Mon., Nov. 4, from 11am-noon.
A donation is requested to attend
this program. Call 651-645-7424
to register.

Le Leche Group 
meets on Nov. 12
“The Art of Breastfeeding and
Overcoming Difficulties” is the
topic of the meeting of the Como-
Midway La Leche Group on Tue.,
Nov. 12. All expectant and nursing
mothers are invited to attend with
their babies and toddlers. Call
Heidi at 651-659-9527 for more
information on location and time.

Dorow honored for
Korea mission work
Shirley Dorow, a member of
Jehovah Lutheran Church,
received an Alumni Achievement
Award from Valparaiso (Ind.)
University. The 1953 graduate
served as a deaconess and social-
work aide in the United States
before accompanying her hus-

band, the Rev. Dr. Maynard
Dorow, to South Korea, where
they worked for 40 years as mis-
sionaries. Shirley also served as a
journalist, writing and editing for
the English-language Korea Times;
as a teacher, establishing a pro-
gram for international four-year-
olds at the Seoul Foreign School;
and teaching English as a second
language at the University of
Foreign Studies in Seoul and else-
where. Since retiring from mis-
sion work in 1998, the Dorows
have been active at Jehovah
Lutheran and elsewhere with
food-shelf work and other com-
munity services.

Arthritis exercise 
program available
Every week, through Nov. 7, the
Keystone Community Services
Senior Program will be sponsor-
ing an arthritis exercise program
for only $1 per session. There
will be two sessions per week,
Tuesdays from 12-1pm and on
Thursdays from 10-11am. The
programs take place at the
Merriam Park Community
Center, 2000 St. Anthony Ave.
The Arthritis Foundation Exercise
Program was developed by phys-
ical therapists for people with
arthritis and is led by two certi-
fied senior volunteers.

Qigong program 
offered October 16
“Qigong: Changing Colors
Changing Your Life” is the pro-

gram planned for Wed., Oct. 16
from 1:30-3pm at Merriam Park
Community Center, 2000 St.
Anthony Ave. Simple movements
and staying balanced comes with
time. Give yourself a gift and
spend this time preparing yourself
for the fall and winter months to
come. Bonnie Blanchette will be
the instructor and is sponsored by
the Keystone Community Services
Senior Program. Cost for the pro-
gram is $5.

St. Joseph’s to hold
open house Oct. 12
St. Joseph’s School of Music, 450
N. Syndicate St., will hold a
Community Open House on Sat.,
Oct. 12 from 1-2:30pm in Suite
350. Students from the School will
perform, including cellists, violin-
ists and pianists. Cadenza Music
will partner with St. Joseph’s and
provide an instrument “petting
zoo” for visiting families to touch
and try. Faculty will be on hand to
talk to families about music les-
sons and what it is like to start a
new instrument, and also provide
tours of the School. All are wel-
come, all ages encouraged. 

Bethlehem Fall Sale 
planned Oct. 26
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 436
N. Roy St., is holding their Annual
Fall Craft Fair on Sat., Oct. 26 from
9am to 3pm and will feature crafts,
a bake sale, raffle and lunch. 

Chelsea Heights PTO 
fundraiser Oct. 24
Chelsea Heights Parent Teacher
Organization (PTO) is sponsoring
numerous fundraising events with
area businesses during the month
of October, including Davanni’s
Pizza in Roseville on Oct. 24 from
4-8pm. Davanni will donate a por-
tion of their sales during that time
period to Chelsea Heights PTO.
Chelsea Heights School is located
at 1557 North Huron St.

Fix-It clinic planned
for October 10
Macalester Groveland Communi-
ty Council and Fixity will host a
Fix It Clinic on Sun., Oct. 13,
from noon to 3pm at Laura Jeffrey
Academy, 1550 Summit Ave.

The public may bring portable
broken household goods to the
event. Volunteer fixers with a vari-
ety of areas of expertise will be on
hand to assist owners with repairs
to all broken items in an effort to
reduce prematurely discarding
household goods and creating
unnecessary landfill. The event is
free and open to the public.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Send us your news! When you submit your press release it will be considered for both the newspaper as well as the Monitor Facebook page 
(facebook.com/monitorsaintpaul). You can also go to our website, MonitorSaintPaul.com and enter the information in the online Event Calendar.
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At Como Park Zoo and Conservatory the secrets of the tarantula’s
world are on full display through Nov. 3 in a new exhibit: “Tarantu-
las: Alive and Up Close.” With a fearsome reputation and looks to
match, there is much to learn about these gentle giants of the spider
world.

There are more than 900 known species of tarantulas, which
live all over the globe. They can be found living anywhere from the
tallest rainforest treetops to deep underground in the most arid
deserts. “Tarantulas: Alive and Up Close” features a unique array of
live tarantulas, which showcases their varied life habits and habitats. 

Species are on display in the Exhibit Gallery, inside the Visitor
Center, and include a Goliath Bird Eating tarantula (the largest of all
tarantulas), the Red Rump tarantula, and the Indian Ornamental
tarantula, a species troubled by loss of habitat in the wild. In all, a
diverse selection of live tarantulas will be on display, and each has a
unique story to tell.

The exhibit focuses on the diverse and natural beauty of tarantu-
las, and provides uniquely engaging educational experiences. Special
features of the exhibit include interactive components such as
“Tarantulas of the World” interactive world map; “Name That
Tarantula” identification activity, “Tarantellas In Motion” fast & furi-
ous or meek & mild, and more. Kids will enjoy the “Tarantula
Burrow” which provides an excellent photo opportunity for visitors
of all ages.
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Bazaar and Meatloaf 
make for great event
Como Park Lutheran Church will
hold their Fall Bazaar and Meat-
loaf Dinner on Sat., Oct. 12. The
church, located at 1376 Hoyt Ave.
W., will be crowded with a bazaar
(from noon-6pm) filled with
baked goods, lefse, jams, apple-
sauce, pickles, tea, knit and hand
embroidered items, fall, Hal-
loween and Christmas decora-
tions, jewelry and much more! 

The Coffee Shop will be open
from noon-2pm and will offer tea,
coffee, hot chocolate and treats to
enjoy while you shop the bazaar.

Then, from 4:30-7pm, you
will be able to enjoy a meatloaf

dinner of meatloaf, potatoes, veg-
etable, salad, roll, dessert and bev-
erages. Silent auction items will be
displayed during the dinner to
raise funds for the block nurse pro-
gram.

Elders program 
luncheon set Nov. 12
“AARP, Social Security & Medicare”
will be the topic for the Tues, Nov.
12 luncheon sponsored by Hamline
Midway Elders. A representative
from AARP Minnesota will provide
an overview of their organization
and discuss issues impacting Social
Security and Medicare. The lunch-
eon is held at 1514 Englewood Ave.
(Hamline Church) and begins at
11:30 am. Free blood pressure
checks are provided, and free trans-
portation can be provided to seniors
in the Hamline Midway neighbor-
hood. For more information, please
call 651-209-6542. 

Peer support group
offered in St. Paul
A peer support group for adults
recovering from mental illness
meets in St. Paul. The free group is
sponsored by the National
Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI)
of Minnesota. Trained facilitators
who are also in recovery lead
NAMI Connection groups. The
group meets on the second and
fourth Tuesdays, at 6:30pm, at
Goodwill Easter Seals, 553
Fairview Ave. N., Room 119. For
more information, contact Shelly
at 651-228-1645 or call NAMI at
651-645-2948.

Police meeting
planned October 15
The St. Paul Police Department
Western District Community meet-
ing takes place the third Tuesday of

the month at two different times,
9:30am and 6:30pm. The next
meeting is Oct. 15 at the Western
District Police Office on Hamline,
near I-94, across from Target. Let
police leadership know your con-
cerns about crime or safety. Learn
about crime-reducing initiatives.
Get to know your neighbors. For
more information contact Western
District at (651) 266-5418.

Designers selected
for Frogtown Farm
A team of designers, led by ReBar
Art and Design Studio of San Fran-
cisco, was selected to guide the
process to design a farm in the
Frogtown neighborhood at the
former site of the Amherst H.
Wilder Foundation. The Trust for
Public Land, the City of St. Paul,
and Frogtown residents, are all in-
volved to develop the new 12-acre
public park. The educational and

working farm will occupy 5 acres
of this new 12-acre city park.

The process to design the
farm will occur from September
2013 through January 2014. There
will be several opportunities for
input from neighbors during that
time. The goal is to present a final
design and plan at the beginning
of 2014.

The Frogtown Farm Board of
Directors and the City of St. Paul
will be seeking volunteers to help
plan the new park and farm. For
those interested, please contact
info@frogtownfarm.org  or find
them on Facebook: www.face-
book.com/FrogtownFarm.

Economic activity
along Green Line
reaches 5-year high 
As construction on the Green
Line, formerly known as the Cen-
tral Corridor (CCLRT), edges clos-
er to completion, St. Paul is seeing
economic activity along the line
reach pre-recession levels. 

Excluding infrastructure per-
mits related to the construction of
CCLRT, and still with four
months of the year to go, eco-
nomic investment along the line
in 2013 has reached a 5-year high
with more than $143 million
paid in building permits. Com-
paratively, 2012 saw $142 million
in building permits. These figures
show a 49 percent increase in per-
mit valuation activity since 2008.

“After spending years watch-
ing crews build the light rail line,
the business community is clearly
ready to see construction re-shape
the buildings and businesses
along the Central Corridor,” said
Steve Johnson, a Senior Vice Presi-
dent at BankCherokee and chair
of the Midway Chamber of Com-
merce. “After years of hearing so
many plans and different ideas
about what may happen, the
growing number of building per-
mits represents something that is
very real and extremely positive.”

Building permits have reached
record highs along University
Avenue,” said Ann Mullholland,
co-Chair of the Central Corridor
Funders Collaborative. “We have
remained committed to ensuring
the successful development along
the corridor - both for current busi-
nesses and residents and those yet
to come - and today’s data shows
strong movement in the right direc-
tion. Imagine what will happen to
University Avenue when the Green
Line fully opens.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Golf members
Continued from page 2

A letter being distributed by
Como Golf Club members sug-
gests that the decline is cyclical
and may soon improve. 

According to the letter:
“During these days we do dis-
pute Como’s implied lack of via-
bility and are disappointed by
lack of effort  on the part  of
Parks & Recreation to make con-
certed efforts to market and dis-
t inguish Como’s advantages
from other courses in the metro-
politan area. 

“Assurances were made in
spring 2012 to representatives of
both this club, and those from
Highland and Phalen, for im-
plementation of innovative pro-
motional efforts toward generat-

ing increased course use. From
inquiry and observation, such
actions did not occur in any no-
table way. We wish to see gen-
uine efforts made in this regard
before any firm decision is
made on Como’s fate.” 

Como golfers also question
whether the debt the city owes
for renovating Highland Nation-
al several years ago is making
Como’s financials look worse
than they really are.

“We pretty much break
even,” pointed out Dapper. 

“I don’t think it is the per-
formance of the club that’s the
issue,” said Dapper. 

He thinks that the city is
getting pressured to provide
more parking for the zoo. 

Dapper pointed out that it
is only fair that whatever else
“be suggested as alternatives to

the golf course be held to the
same standard in terms of finan-
cial performance.” 

COME ON OUT
In an effort to save the course,
both the men’s and women’s
golf clubs at Como are attending
city and district meetings to en-
courage city representatives to
keep the golf course as it is now.
District 6 has expressed its sup-
port. 

The clubs are also working
to address any rumors floating
around. Dapper pointed out that
no decision on the golf course
had been made by the city.

“We encourage people to
come out here, whether to play
golf  or have a pop, pizza or
sandwich. Sit on the deck and
relax,” said Dapper.
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Como Women’s Golf Club members talk about what they love about the
course. Left to right: Ruthie Pallow, Angie Guillaume, Sandy Denault, Konny
Fitch and Amy Winkel. The women’s gold club will celebrate its 80th year in
2014. The number of members grew this year under the leadership of president
Kathy Zieman. “Where else can you go and hear the lions roaring while you
play golf?” asked Amy Winkel.  (Photo by Tesha M. Christensen)



Monitor Want Ads are now $1 per
word with a $10 minimum. Send
your remittance along with your
ad to Monitor Classifieds, Iris
Park Place, 1885 University
Avenue, Ste. #110, St. Paul, MN
55104. Classifieds must be pre-
paid via cash, check, or credit
card. Classified ads can be e-
mailed to denis@deruyternel-
son.com. Want ads must be in the
Monitor before November 4 for
the November 14 issue. Call 651-645-
7045 for more information. Your
classified ad will also be automati-
cally placed on the Monitor’s website
at www.MonitorSaintPaul.com 10-13

ADDITIONS
Martin Dynneson & Son. Kustom
Building and Remodeling -
Kustom additions. Roofing, sid-
ing, exterior/interior painting.
Metal roofs, guaranteed for 100
years. Marty 612-724-8819. 2-14

AIR CONDITIONERS
Recyling discarded air condition-
ers. Free pick-up. No charge!
Roger 612-210-3529. 8-14

ANTIQUES
For Sale: Vintage 1900-1949
lights, house hardware, doors,
tubs, radiators, etc. Also furniture
hardware. 651-644-9270. 20% off
with ad. B-13

ATTORNEY
Creative Solutions With a
Personal Touch.  Legal Services in
the areas of: Small Business, Wills
and Trusts, Probate, Real Estate,
and Family.  Kirsten Libby, 855
Rice Street, Suite 100, St. Paul,
MN, 651-487-1208 www.libbyla-
woffice.com. B-12

BATHROOMS
Bathroom/kitchen!! Basement
finishing. Bad water pressure?
Sinks, Toilets and tub/surrounds.
etc. Ceramic tile. Basement bath-
rooms installed Call 612-275-
9815. 11-13

CRAFT SALE
St Columba Craft & Bake sale -
Saturday, Nov 2, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
and Sunday, Nov 3, 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. Local artists, crafters and
bakers will have a variety of holi-
day, baby, toys, Baptism gowns
and other items available. Stop by
to shop, eat, and enter into draw-
ings for door prizes or tickets for
a quilt raffle during the event. 10-
13

HELP WANTED
Looking for housekeeper 12
hours per week near Fairview and
Marshall. Call 651-283-5675. 10-
13

HOUSE CLEANING
Amanda's Cleaning, once or
ongoing, long term references
651-206-3339. 10-13

LAWN CARE
Lawn/Snow Service, spring and
fall cleanups, gutter cleaning and
repair. 651-699-2832. B-12

Fall leaf clean-up.  Amazing
results at great rates.  Call 651-
278-0472 for a free estimate. 10-13

PAINTING
Interior/exterior painting, enam-
eling, plaster patching, free esti-
mates. Bob. 651-633-5565. 12-13

All Seasons painting/repair.
Wood frames/stucco, power
washing. Window glazing. Gutter
cleaning. Quality workmanship.
Insured. 651-699-2832. B-12

Painter Jim. 25 years experience.
Small jobs wanted. 651-698-
0840. 3-14

PET SITTING
Wagners Pet Sitting. Walking  Day
and Overnight Care. 651-771-
0421. B-13

PIANO TUNING
Quality piano tuning and repair.
Reasonable rates. Call Robert
Clough @ 612-722-7586 or e-
mail: robtclough@aol.com. 12-13

SERVICES
Castle Keepers, LLC. House -
cleaning Services. Custom izable
cleaning to fit your budget. Call -
651-415-0060. 10-13

Norwex Independent Sales
Consultant / www.TracyYoung
Rude.Norwex.biz / Tracy Young
Rude. 11-13

SHOES
Thank you for patronage for the
past 25 years!!! Hartland Shoes.
www.HartlandShoes.us 651-646-
4326. 10-13

WANTED TO BUY
**WANTED** - Old Stereo, HiFi
Equipment, HAM, and Cameras.
Andy 651-329-0515. 2-14

WINDOWS/SCREENS
Custom making/repairs.  Thermal
windows; fix frames, glazing.
Kendall's--651-489-3210, 651-
776-6996. B-12
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*** DRIVERS ***

LOCAL DRIVERS
$750 GUARANTEE WEEKLY

$1500 SIGN ON BONUS
$250 QUARTERLY 

SAFETY/ATTENDANCE

LOOKING FOR A
DEDICATED HARD
WORKER. Full Time Tractor-
Trailer Driver needed for a
Private Fleet Operation
based in Rogers, MN.
Drivers make hand
deliveries to Walgreen's
stores Tuesday thru
Saturday with some
layovers & team runs. All
drivers must be willing &
able to unload freight.

• Drivers earn $21.75/hr 
(OT after 8 hours) or
$0.4075/mi

• Life, Dental, & Health
Insurance

• 401K
• Paid Holidays & Vacation

Drivers must be over 23
years old, have 18 months
tractor trailer exp or 6
months T/T exp with a
certificate from an
accredited driving school,  &
meet all DOT requirements.
Please email resume to 

b.kriel@callcpc.com
or contact CPC Logistics at
800-914-3755

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction

Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,
exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651 644-8567
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

SERVICES • SERVICES • SERVICES

Next Deadline:
November 4
Next Issue:

November 14
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Keystone offers 
host of programs
Keystone Community Services at
Merriam Park Community Center
will be offering a host of pro-
grams in the coming weeks. The
Community Center is located at
2000 St. Anthony Ave.

Walking: Monday through
Friday, 11am–noon from Septem-
ber through May. Bring your ten-
nis shoes and start the fall off
right!

Wed., Oct. 23: A demonstra-
tion by Linda Lemke, the Nordic
Walking Queen, for anyone who
is curious, interested in, or want-
ing to try Nordic Walking Sticks,
from 11am-noon. 

Thur., Oct. 31: “Frightening
Halloween Fun!,” their annual
Halloween luncheon will be held

from 12:15–1:45pm. Cost is $6.
Mon., Nov. 4: Footcare is

available at a cost of $20 for a 30
minute appointment.

Nov. 5: Keystone Senior Book
Club is on the first Tuesday of the
month from 12:30–2pm. Call if
interested and they will update
you on the book being read.

Nov. 12: 55 Alive AARP Driv-
er Refresher Course will be on
Tues, Nov. 12 from noon-4pm.
Cost is $15. 

Call Keystone Community
Services Senior Program (651-645-
7424) with any questions or to
register for the speakers, classes or
other activities.

Leonardo’s Basement
offers Fall classes
Leonard’s Basement, 1188
Hubbard Ave., will be offering an
adult welding class starting Oct. 10
and a teen welding class on
Fridays starting Oct. 11. There will
also be an Engineering with CAD
class for teens starting Nov. 8. Call

To register or to get further infor-
mation, call 612) 824-4394.

Meeting planned for
community garden
The District 10 Como Comm -
unity Council is working with
Como Park neighbors to develop
a community garden for the 2014
growing season. Volunteers are
needed to help plan the garden,
set policies, and recruit gardeners.
Join the Community Garden
Committee by attending their
next meeting on Mon., Oct. 21 at
6pm at the Historic Streetcar
Station, 1224 Lexington Parkway
N., or email district10@dis-
trict10comopark.org.

St. Columba craft,
bake sale Nov. 2-3
St. Columba, 1330 Blair Ave., will
hold a craft and bake sale on Sat.,
Nov 2, 9am - 4pm, and on Sun.,
Nov 3, 10am - 1pm. Local artists,

crafters and bakers will have avail-
able a variety of holiday items,
baby items, toys, Baptism gowns
and other items. Stop by to shop,
eat, and enter into drawings for
door prizes or tickets for a quilt
raffle during the event. If interest-
ed in renting a table/space contact
Julie Ludowese, 651-246-1964.

Turkey Bingo at 
St. Columba Nov. 16
Fun and feasting, a night of Turkey
Bingo, is planned Sat., Nov. 16, at
St Columba Church, 1330 Blair
Ave. Adult tickets are $20 in
advance or or $25 at the door and
include a Turkey Buffet Dinner w/
beverage and desert plus 2 Bingo
Cards for each game. Bingo play
runs about 2 hours with chances
to win turkeys as well as special
prizes and drawings. Doors open
after mass at 5:45 pm with dinner
then bingo starting at 6:30pm. For
tickets or more info call 651-645-
9179 (parish office) or 651-646-
4419. Bring neighbors and join

this great evening of good laughs
and fantastic food.

Keystone looks for 
500 donated bikes
Keystone Community Services op-
erates a bike shop in St. Paul that
supports youth in the community
by refurbishing and reselling used
bikes. They need 500 donated
bikes to get them through this sea-
son and ready for spring 2014.
They accept all donations, even
bikes that don’t work anymore.
Youth apprentices use recycled
parts and refurbish the donated
bikes.

If you have a bike that is neg-
lected and lonely and won’t be
used by you or anyone else –
please donate it to Express Bike,
1158 Selby Ave. The bike shop is
open from 12-7pm during the
week and 10am-5pm on Saturdays. 
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Election
Continued from page 5

“My strongest qualifications
as a candidate are honest, good
moral character, and the fact that
I am a VA widow and whistle-
blower,” she said.

She sees disparate treatment
of seniors, the disabled and high
payments by the Police Depart-
ment for use of excessive force as
challenges facing the next mayor.

The difficult challenges over
the past seven years, according to
Coleman, have included the
worst economy in decades, polit-
ical uncertainty and dwindling
state and federal revenues for
cities.

But he claimed the tough de-
cisions that have been made have
resulted in a structurally bal-
anced budget the last several
years.

“For example, in spite of
state funding cuts and the eco-
nomic challenges of recent years,
not one police officer or firefight-
er has lost his or her job,” Cole-
man affirmed.

He said that if re-elected as
mayor, he will put public safety
and other core city services first.

“My record shows that in
tough economic times, we have
worked hard to make sure we are
using city funds in the best possi-
ble way to provide the quality
services residents have come to
expect,” Coleman said. “We have
been proactive and strategic
about creating a 21st-century
transit program that links people
with jobs.”

“One of our top goals must
be to work with the school dis-
trict to become a national model
of how to close the persistence of
any achievement gap between
white students and students of
color,” Coleman emphasized.

He cited a new initiative
called “Right Track” that has lo-
cal businesses engaging with stu-
dents to develop workplace skills.
St. Paul’s Youth Job Corps, the
school district and Genesys
Works are also partners.

“Together, we are simultane-
ously providing a better educa-
tion and preparing kids to be ac-
tive in a 21st-century workplace,”
Coleman said.

Next deadline: Nov. 4


